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Extending his distinctive analysis of Homeric epic to the Iliad, Bruce Louden, author of The "Odyssey":
Structure, Narration, and Meaning, again presents new approaches to understanding the themes and story of
the poem. In this thought-provoking study, he demonstrates how repeated narrative motifs argue for an
expanded understanding of the structure of epic poetry. First identifying the "subgenres" of myth within the
poem, he then reads these against related mythologies of the Near East, developing a context in which the
poem can be more accurately interpreted.

Louden begins by focusing on the ways in which the Iliad's three movements correspond with and comment
on each other. He offers original interpretations of many episodes, notably in books 3 and 7, and makes new
arguments about some well-known controversies (e.g., the duals in book 9), the Iliad's use of parody, the
function of theomachy, and the prefiguring of Hektor as a sacrificial victim in books 3 and 6. The second
part of the book compares fourteen subgenres of myth in the Iliad to contemporaneous Near Eastern
traditions such as those of the Old Testament and of Ugaritic mythology. Louden concludes with an extended
comparison of the Homeric Athena and Anat, a West Semitic goddess worshipped by the Phoenicians and
Egyptians.

Louden's innovative method yields striking new insights into the formation and early literary contexts of
Greek epic poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Rolanda Parker:

This The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning can be among the great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be
will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and
Meaning forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Angelina Rone:

The publication with title The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Keith Karam:

You can obtain this The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Tara Winston:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning was multi-colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Iliad: Structure, Myth, and Meaning has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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