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The spell that the West has always exercised on the American people had its most intense impact on
American literature and thought during the nineteenth century. Smith shows, with vast comprehension, the
influence of the nineteenth-century West in all its variety and strength, in special relation to social,
economic, cultural, and political forces. He traces the myths and symbols of the Westward movement such as
the general notion of a Westward-moving Course of Empire, the Wild Western hero, the virtuous yeoman-
farmer--in such varied nineteenth-century writings as Leaves of Grass, the great corpus of Dime Novels, and
most notably, Frederick Jackson Turner's The Frontier in American History. Moreover, he synthesizes the
imaginative expression of Western myths and symbols in literature with their role in contemporary politics,
economics, and society, embodied in such forms as the idea of Manifest Destiny, the conflict in the
American mind between idealizations of primitivism on the one hand and of progress and civilization on the
other, the Homestead Act of 1862, and public-land policy after the Civil War.

The myths of the American West that found their expression in nineteenth-century words and deeds remain a
part of every American's heritage, and Smith, with his insight into their power and significance, makes
possible a critical appreciation of that heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Hinojosa:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Virgin Land: The
American West as Symbol and Myth is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ward Beaver:

The knowledge that you get from Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and
Myth giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Virgin Land: The American
West as Symbol and Myth instantly.

Larry Hayes:

Typically the book Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol
and Myth is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Aurora Ammon:

Beside this specific Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
along with read it from right now!
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