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A brilliant, disturbing portrait of the dawn of the culture wars, when America started to tear itself
apart with doubts, wild allegations, and an unfounded fear for the safety of children.

During the 1980s in California, New Jersey, New York, Michigan, Massachusetts, Florida, Tennessee,
Texas, Ohio, and elsewhere, day care workers were arrested, charged, tried, and convicted of committing
horrible sexual crimes against the children they cared for. These crimes, social workers and prosecutors said,
had gone undetected for years, and they consisted of a brutality and sadism that defied all imagining. The
dangers of babysitting services and day care centers became a national news media fixation. Of the many
hundreds of people who were investigated in connection with day care and ritual abuse cases around the
country, some 190 were formally charged with crimes, leading to more than 80 convictions.

It would take years for people to realize what the defendants had said all along—that these prosecutions were
the product of a decade-long outbreak of collective hysteria on par with the Salem witch trials. Social
workers and detectives employed coercive interviewing techniques that led children to tell them what they
wanted to hear. Local and national journalists fanned the flames by promoting the stories’ salacious aspects,
while aggressive prosecutors sought to make their careers by unearthing an unspeakable evil where parents
feared it most.

Using extensive archival research and drawing on dozens of interviews conducted with the hysteria’s major
figures, n+1 editor Richard Beck shows how a group of legislators, doctors, lawyers, and parents—most
working with the best of intentions—set the stage for a cultural disaster. The climate of fear that surrounded
these cases influenced a whole series of arguments about women, children, and sex. It also drove a right-
wing cultural resurgence that, in many respects, continues to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

This We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the
1980s can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Luke Palmieri:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Peggy Mitchum:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This We Believe the Children: A
Moral Panic in the 1980s is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rachel Chaney:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the We Believe the Children: A Moral Panic in the 1980s when you desired it?
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