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The P?li tradition presents a diverse and often contradictory picture of women. This book examines women’s
roles as they are described in the P?li canon and its commentaries. Taking into consideration the wider socio-
religious context and drawing from early brahmanical literature and epigraphical findings, it contrasts these
descriptions with the doctrinal account of women’s spiritual abilities.

The book explores gender in the P?li texts in order to delineate what it means to be a woman both in the
context in which the texts were composed and in the context of their ultimate goal - that of achieving escape
from the round of rebirths. The critical investigation focuses on the internal relationships and dynamics of
one tradition and employs a novel methodology, which the author calls "critical sympathy". This assumes
that the tradition’s teaching is valid for all, in particular that its main goal, nibb??a, is accessible to all human
beings. By considering whether and how women’s roles fit within this path, the author examines whether
women have spiritual agency not only as bhikkhun?s (Buddhist nuns), but also as wives and mothers. It
offers a new understanding that focuses on how the tradition construes women’s traditional roles within an
interdependent community. It aims to understand how what many scholars have seen as contradictory and
inconsistent characterizations of women in Buddhism have been accepted and endorsed by the P?li tradition.

With an aim to show that the P?li canon offers an account of women that is doctrinally coherent and
consistent with its sociological facts, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Buddhism and
Asian Religion.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Women in
Pali Buddhism: Walking the Spiritual Paths in Mutual Dependence (Routledge Critical Studies in
Buddhism). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Martha Doughty:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Women in Pali Buddhism:
Walking the Spiritual Paths in Mutual Dependence (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism), you may enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mikel Davis:

Women in Pali Buddhism: Walking the Spiritual Paths in Mutual Dependence (Routledge Critical Studies in
Buddhism) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
delight arrangement in writing Women in Pali Buddhism: Walking the Spiritual Paths in Mutual Dependence
(Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Marina Tucker:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Women in Pali Buddhism: Walking the Spiritual
Paths in Mutual Dependence (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism) can be the answer, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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