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Born in African American work songs, field hollers, and the powerful legacy of the spirituals, the blues
traveled the country from the Mississippi delta to “Sweet Home Chicago,” forming the backbone of
American music. In this anthology–the first devoted exclusively to blues poems–a wide array of poets pay
tribute to the form and offer testimony to its lasting power.

The blues have left an indelible mark on the work of a diverse range of poets: from “The Weary Blues” by
Langston Hughes and “Funeral Blues” by W. H. Auden, to “Blues on Yellow” by Marilyn Chin and
“Reservation Blues” by Sherman Alexie. Here are blues-influenced and blues-inflected poems from, among
others, Gwendolyn Brooks, Allen Ginsberg, June Jordan, Richard Wright, Nikki Giovanni, Charles Wright,
Yusef Komunyakaa, and Cornelius Eady. And here, too, are classic song lyrics–poems in their own
right–from Bessie Smith, Robert Johnson, Ma Rainey, and Muddy Waters.

The rich emotional palette of the blues is fully represented here in verse that pays tribute to the heart and
humor of the music, and in poems that swing with its history and hard-bitten hope.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Holmes:

The book Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Blues
Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) has simple shape but you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Doris Snell:

This Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) can be on
the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Scott Padilla:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Blues Poems
(Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) become your own
personal starter.

Deidra Hird:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Blues Poems (Everyman's Library Pocket Poets) can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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