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From early on, American literature has teemed with tales of horror, of hauntings, of terrifying obsessions and
gruesome incursions, of the uncanny ways in which ordinary reality can be breached and subverted by the
unknown and the irrational. As this pathbreaking two-volume anthology demonstrates, it is a tradition with
many unexpected detours and hidden chambers, and one that continues to evolve, finding new forms and
new themes as it explores the bad dreams that lurk around the edges-if not in the unacknowledged heart--of
the everyday. Peter Straub, one of today's masters of horror and fantasy, offers an authoritative and diverse
gathering of stories calculated to unsettle and delight.
This first volume surveys a century and a half of American fantastic storytelling, revealing in its 44 stories an
array of recurring themes: trance states, sleepwalking, mesmerism, obsession, possession, madness, exotic
curses, evil atmospheres. In the tales of Irving, Poe, and Hawthorne, the bright prospects of the New World
face an uneasy reckoning with the forces of darkness. In the ghost-haunted Victorian and Edwardian eras,
writers including Henry James, Edith Wharton, Mary Wilkins Freeman, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and
Ambrose Bierce explore ever more refined varieties of spectral invasion and disintegrating selfhood.
In the twentieth century, with the arrival of the era of the pulps, the fantastic took on more monstrous and
horrific forms at the hands of H. P. Lovecraft, Robert E. Howard, Robert Bloch, and other classic
contributors to Weird Tales. Here are works by acknowledged masters such as Stephen Crane, Willa Cather,
Conrad Aiken, and F. Scott Fitzgerald, along with surprising discoveries like Ralph Adams Cram's "The
Dead Valley," Emma Francis Dawson's "An Itinerant House," and Julian Hawthorne's "Absolute Evil."
American Fantastic Tales offers an unforgettable ride through strange and visionary realms.

"A stupendous, spellbinding reading experience waiting to be had." -Jonathan Lethem
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled American Fantastic Tales: Terror and the Uncanny from Poe to the
Pulps. Try to make the book American Fantastic Tales: Terror and the Uncanny from Poe to the Pulps as
your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Kellie Smith:

The book American Fantastic Tales: Terror and the Uncanny from Poe to the Pulps has a lot associated with
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

Jessica Jones:

The reason why? Because this American Fantastic Tales: Terror and the Uncanny from Poe to the Pulps is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Thomas Burke:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like American Fantastic Tales:
Terror and the Uncanny from Poe to the Pulps which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.
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