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"I've finally pretty much decided what to write next -- a novel based on Nat Turner's rebellion," twenty-six-
year-old William Styron confided to his father in a letter he wrote on May 1, 1952. Styron would not publish
his Pulitzer Prize--winning The Confessions of Nat Turner until 1967, but this letter undercuts those critics
who later attacked the writer as an opportunist capitalizing on the heated racial climate of the late 1960s.
From 1943 to 1953, Styron wrote over one hundred letters to William C. Styron, Sr., detailing his
adventures, his works in progress, and his ruminations on the craft of writing. In Letters to My Father, Styron
biographer James L. W. West III collects this correspondence for the first time, revealing the early, intimate
thoughts of a young man who was to become a literary icon. Styron wrote his earliest letters from Davidson
College, where he was very much unsure of himself and of his prospects in life. By the last few letters,
however, he had achieved a great deal: he had earned a commission in the Marine Corps, survived World
War II, published the novel Lie Down in Darkness (1951) and the novella The Long March (1953), and won
the Prix de Rome. He had also recently married and was about to return to the United States from an
expatriate period in Paris and Rome. The letters constitute a portrait of the artist as a young man. They read
like an epistolary novel, with movement from location to location and changes in voice and language. Styron
was extremely close to his father and quite open with him. His story is a classic one, from youthful insecurity
to artistic self-discovery, capped by recognition and success. There are challenges along the way for the hero
-- poor academic performance, a syphilis scare, writer's block, temporary frustration in romance. But Styron
overcomes these difficulties and emerges as a confident young writer, ready to tackle his next project, the
novel Set This House on Fire (1960). Rose Styron, the author's widow, contributes a prefatory memoir of the
senior Styron. West has provided comprehensive annotations to the correspondence, and the volume also has
several illustrations, including facsimiles of some of the letters, which survive among Styron's papers at
Duke University. Finally, there is a selection of Styron's apprentice fiction from the late 1940s and early
1950s. In all of American literature, no other extended series of such letters -- son to father -- exists. Letters
to My Father offers a unique glimpse into the formative years of one of the most admired and controversial
writers of his time.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Letters to My
Father (Southern Literary Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have different opinion?

Marie Michael:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Letters to My Father (Southern Literary Studies) book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving Letters to My Father (Southern Literary Studies) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it.
So , do you continue to thinking Letters to My Father (Southern Literary Studies) is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Esta Banks:

The actual book Letters to My Father (Southern Literary Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Larry Parker:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Letters to My Father (Southern
Literary Studies) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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