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In Balkan Smoke, Mary Neuburger leads readers along the Bulgarian-Ottoman caravan routes and into the
coffeehouses of Istanbul and Sofia. She reveals how a remote country was drawn into global economic
networks through tobacco production and consumption and in the process became modern. In writing the life
of tobacco in Bulgaria from the late Ottoman period through the years of Communist rule, Neuburger gives
us much more than the cultural history of a commodity; she provides a fresh perspective on the genesis of
modern Bulgaria itself.

The tobacco trade comes to shape most of Bulgaria's international relations; it drew Bulgaria into its fateful
alliance with Nazi Germany and in the postwar period Bulgaria was the primary supplier of smokes (the
famed Bulgarian Gold) for the USSR and its satellites. By the late 1960s Bulgaria was the number one
exporter of tobacco in the world, with roughly one eighth of its population involved in production.

Through the pages of this book we visit the places where tobacco is grown and meet the merchants, the
workers, and the peasant growers, most of whom are Muslim by the postwar period. Along the way, we learn
how smoking and anti-smoking impulses influenced perceptions of luxury and necessity, questions of
novelty, imitation, value, taste, and gender-based respectability. While the scope is often global, Neuburger
also explores the politics of tobacco within Bulgaria. Among the book's surprises are the ways in which
conflicts over the tobacco industry (and smoking) help to clarify the forbidding quagmire of Bulgarian
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Barbra Poole:

The knowledge that you get from Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern Bulgaria could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern
Bulgaria giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Balkan
Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern Bulgaria instantly.

Phillis Ries:

This Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern Bulgaria are generally reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of
Modern Bulgaria can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern Bulgaria giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jack Jackson:

Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern Bulgaria can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Balkan Smoke: Tobacco
and the Making of Modern Bulgaria nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Raymond Guajardo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this Balkan Smoke: Tobacco and the Making of Modern Bulgaria can make
you experience more interested to read.
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