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Current debates about the future of the family are often based on serious misconceptions about its past.
Arguing that there is no biologically mandated or universally functional family form, Stephanie Coontz
traces the complexity and variety of family arrangements in American history, from Native American kin
groups to the emergence of the dominant middle-class family ideal in the 1890s.

Surveying and synthesizing a vast range of previous scholarship, as well as engaging more particular studies
of family life from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries, Coontz offers a highly original account of the
shifting structure and function of American families. Her account challenges standard interpretations of the
early hegemony of middle-class privacy and “affective individualism,” pointing to the rich tradition of
alternative family behaviors among various ethnic and socioeconomic groups in America, and arguing that
even middle-class families went through several transformations in the course of the nineteenth centure.

The present dominant family form, grounded in close interpersonal relations and premised on domestic
consumption of mass-produced household goods has arisen, Coontz argues, from a long and complex series
of changing political and economic conjunctures, as well as from the destruction or incorporation of several
alternative family systems. A clear conception of American capitalism’s combined and uneven development
is therefore essential if we are to understand the history of the family as a key social and economic unit.
Lucid and detailed, The Social Origins of Private Life is likely to become the standard history of its subject.
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From reader reviews:

Corrina Sutton:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-
1900 (Haymarket Series) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Social Origins of Private Life: A History
of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you still thinking The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900
(Haymarket Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Thelma Burke:

The guide untitled The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900
(Haymarket Series) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jose German:

Often the book The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket
Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this
book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Wanda Sousa:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Social Origins of Private
Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series) that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Social Origins of
Private Life: A History of American Families, 1600-1900 (Haymarket Series) become your current starter.
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