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On November 8-9, 2011, the National Defense University (NDU), Washington, DC, held a conference
entitled “Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future,” which I had the
privilege of chairing. For more than 2 decades, I have been studying the mechanisms and methods we use as
a nation to develop and conduct grand strategy. The conversation that began at that conference needs to be
further developed and continued. More importantly, we, as a nation, need to explore together the path ahead
and answer questions regarding how and why we struggle with grand strategies. If developed and executed
with a systemic orientation, grand strategies could help us shape our future in an ever changing and complex
world. This volume represents a compilation of some of the presentations given at the NDU conference. It
also represents the great diversity of opinions regarding this subject. For more than 2 decades, it has been
evident to many that the United States needs a new framework for a grand strategy, especially since the
“containment” strategy of George F. Kennan that shaped U.S. policy during the Cold War is no longer
relevant. But, what kind of framework do we need? Most commonly, grand strategy is framed in the context
of warfare, or at least conflict among nations. There have been exceptions, and the focus of this symposium
was not on warfare or preparation for war. Our intent was to promote a discussion about the elements of and
prospect for a grand strategy for America. Over the millennia, grand strategies have evolved as the
complexities of the known world grew. Rulers have created and executed grand strategies for their nations
through modern times. It is possible that a 21st century grand strategy will be very different than past models
since our understanding of the world has and will change our understanding of how complex systems,
including nations, behave. The empowerment of individuals or small groups with new technologies and
communication tools can extend beyond anything imagined outside the realm of science fiction. Other
factors may come into play as well. Some would also argue that, in a democracy, it is not possible to attain
the necessary consensus to craft and implement a national grand strategy in the absence of an existential
threat. Recent political discourse lends some credence to that line of reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a
Complex Future book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing
a Path Through a Complex Future content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Allison Devore:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but
if you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Forging
an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Nichelle Shive:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is
this Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future.

Deon Henderson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from



one destination for a other place.
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