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“When we were children we made our own fun” is a frequent comment from those who were children in pre-
television times. But what games, activities and amusements did children enjoy prior to the mid-1950s?

Recollections of older Canadians, selections from writings by Canadian authors and letters written to the
children’s pages of agricultural publications indicate that for most children play was then, as now, an
essential part of childhood. Through play, youngsters developed the physical, mental and emotional skills
that helped them cope with life and taught them to get along with other children.

In both rural and urban settings, children were generally free to explore their environment. They were sent
outdoors to play by both parents and teachers. Their games were generally self-organized and physically
active, with domestic animals acting as important companions and playmates. Children frequently made their
own toys and equipment, and, since playing rather than winning was important, most children were included
in games. Special days, holidays and organizations for children and youth provided welcome breaks from
daily routines. Their lives were busy, but there was always time for play, always time for fun.

Norah Lewis has provided an entertaining view of the toys, games and activities in Canada and pre-
confederate Newfoundland from approximately 1900 through 1955. Her book will be of interest to
historians, educators and sociologists, as well as anyone who lived through, or wants to know more
about,those early years in Canada, and the games children used to play.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Zamora:

The book Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like
a book Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada)? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own
Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Raymond McMillion:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Freedom to
Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Leon King:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in Childhood
and Family in Canada).

Ana Vela:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in
Childhood and Family in Canada), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have



it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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