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In this classic work, often described as "The History of the Rise, Decline, and Fall of the Love Affair," Denis
de Rougemont explores the psychology of love from the legend of Tristan and Isolde to Hollywood. At the
heart of his ever-relevant inquiry is the inescapable conflict in the West between marriage and passion--the
first associated with social and religious responsiblity and the second with anarchic, unappeasable love as
celebrated by the troubadours of medieval Provence. These early poets, according to de Rougemont, spoke
the words of an Eros-centered theology, and it was through this "heresy" that a European vocabulary of
mysticism flourished and that Western literature took on a new direction.

Bringing together historical, religious, philosophical, and cultural dimensions, the author traces the evolution
of Western romantic love from its literary beginnings as an awe-inspiring secret to its commercialization in
the cinema. He seeks to restore the myth of love to its original integrity and concludes with a philosophical
perspective on modern marriage.
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From reader reviews:

Juanita Hernandez:

This Love in the Western World. book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Love in the
Western World. without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Love in the Western World. can bring any time you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Love in the Western World. having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Erica Rawlins:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Love in the Western World. can be good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Horowitz:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Love in
the Western World. provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Maria Casillas:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book Love
in the Western World.. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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