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Centuries after it was first discovered, the opal remains the undisputed Queen of Gems. A stone of incredible
beauty and variety, with a background rich in myth, adventure, and intrigue, it is considered by many to be
the most desirable, the most handsome, and the most precious of all gemstones.

The first comprehensive book on the subject in over thirty years, The World of Opals is a complete guide to
the science and history of these remarkable gems. It begins with a thorough examination of the physical
properties and attributes of common and precious opals, with up-to-date information on opal formation,
extraction, storage, and cutting. Next, it chronicles man's involvement with the stone from 4000 B.C. to the
present, following the opal through countless reversals of fortune and mythology as talisman, prognostic aid,
patron stone of thieves, and bearer of bad luck.

Readers will find fascinating de-tails about the discovery, whereabouts, and value of famous opals, from
such classic specimens as the Burning of Troy Opal to the Bonanza Opal and other more recent discoveries.
Finally, the book surveys today's major opal-producing areas and provides current information on opal
occurrence worldwide.

Punctuating the text are useful tables, extensive glossaries of opal types and opal-related terms, and beautiful
photographs that capture the essence and mystery of this most exquisite stone.

Accessible and authoritative, The World of Opals is a first-rate reference that will be consulted by mineral
and gem enthusiasts for years to come.

The complete guide to the science and history of opals

The World of Opals contains thorough and accessible coverage of all aspects of the legendary Queen of
Gems. It features the latest information on how opals are formed, where they are found, and how the stone is
mined, and explores the fascinating history and mythology of opals throughout the ages. An indispensable
addition to the library of every mineral and gem enthusiast, this definitive reference includes:
* In-depth material on physical properties, attributes, and handling
* A multifaceted examination of opal formation, opalized fossils and pseudomorphs, and opal types
* Famous and distinctive opals, including weight, origin, date of discovery, and background
* An up-to-date survey of major opal fields, plus an alphabetical guide to opal occurrence worldwide
* Extensive glossaries of opal types and related terms, plus bibliography, tables, photographs, and more
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From reader reviews:

David Lucero:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The World of Opals. Try to make book The World of Opals as your
good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Terry Kiser:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The World of Opals. All type of
book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Marsha Young:

This book untitled The World of Opals to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Albert Hartley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The World of Opals was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The World of Opals has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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