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Prolonged solitary confinement has become a widespread and standard practice in U.S. prisons—even
though it consistently drives healthy prisoners insane, makes the mentally ill sicker, and, according to the
testimony of prisoners, threatens to reduce life to a living death. In this profoundly important and original
book, Lisa Guenther examines the death-in-life experience of solitary confinement in America from the early
nineteenth century to today’s supermax prisons. Documenting how solitary confinement undermines
prisoners’ sense of identity and their ability to understand the world, Guenther demonstrates the real effects
of forcibly isolating a person for weeks, months, or years.

Drawing on the testimony of prisoners and the work of philosophers and social activists from Edmund
Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty to Frantz Fanon and Angela Davis, the author defines solitary
confinement as a kind of social death. It argues that isolation exposes the relational structure of being by
showing what happens when that structure is abused—when prisoners are deprived of the concrete relations
with others on which our existence as sense-making creatures depends. Solitary confinement is beyond a
form of racial or political violence; it is an assault on being.

A searing and unforgettable indictment, Solitary Confinement reveals what the devastation wrought by the
torture of solitary confinement tells us about what it means to be human—and why humanity is so often
destroyed when we separate prisoners from all other people.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

The book Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives? A few of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Willard Edwards:

This Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives can be on the list of
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Solitary
Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its
Afterlives publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Solitary
Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Brian Rutt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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