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In science, sometimes it is best to keep things simple. Initially discrediting the discovery of neurons in
jellyfish, mid-nineteenth-century scientists grouped jellyfish, comb-jellies, hydra, and sea anemones together
under one term - "coelenterates" - and deemed these animals too similar to plants to warrant a nervous
system. In Dawn of the Neuron, Michel Anctil shows how Darwin's theory of evolution completely
eradicated this idea and cleared the way for the modern study of the neuron. Once zoologists accepted the
notion that varying levels of animal complexity could evolve, they began to use simple-structured creatures
such as coelenterates and sponges to understand the building blocks of more complicated nervous systems.
Dawn of the Neuron provides fascinating insights into the labours and lives of scientists who studied
coelenterate nervous systems over several generations, and who approached the puzzling origin of the first
nerve cells through the process outlined in evolutionary theory. Anctil also reveals how these scientists, who
were willing to embrace improved and paradigm-changing scientific methods, still revealed their cultural
backgrounds, their societal biases, and their attachments to schools of thought and academic traditions while
presenting their ground-breaking work. Their attitudes toward the neuron doctrine - where neurons are
individual, self-contained cells - proved decisive in the exploration of how neurons first emerged. Featuring
photographs and historical sketches to illustrate this quest for knowledge, Dawn of the Neuron is a
remarkably in-depth exploration of the link between Darwin's theory of evolution and pioneering studies and
understandings of the first evolved nervous systems
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From reader reviews:

Brooke Callender:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Dawn of the
Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Eunice Randle:

This Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the
Origin of Nervous Systems without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the Origin of Nervous
Systems can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the
Origin of Nervous Systems having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Luis Hahn:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to Trace the Origin of Nervous
Systems can make you really feel more interested to read.

Aurora Ammon:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles
to Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you



to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Dawn of the Neuron: The Early Struggles to
Trace the Origin of Nervous Systems can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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