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W. E. B. Du Bois is an improbable candidate for a project in religion. His skepticism of and, even, hostility
toward religion is readily established and canonically accepted. Indeed, he spent his career rejecting
normative religious commitments to institutions and supernatural beliefs. In this book, Jonathon Kahn offers
a fresh and controversial reading of Du Bois that seeks to overturn this view. Kahn contends that the standard
treatment of Du Bois turns a deaf ear to his writings. For if we're open to their religious timbre, those
writings-from his epoch-making The Souls of Black Folk to his unstudied series of parables that depict the
lynching of an African American Christ-reveal a virtual obsession with religion. Du Bois's moral, literary,
and political imagination is inhabited by religious rhetoric, concepts and stories. Divine Discontent recovers
and introduces readers to the remarkably complex and varied religious world in Du Bois's writings. It's a
world of sermons, of religious virtues such as sacrifice and piety, of jeremiads that fight for a black
American nation within the larger nation. Unlike other African American religious voices at the time,
however, Du Bois's religious orientation is distinctly heterodox-it exists outside the bounds of institutional
Christianity. Kahn shows how Du Bois self-consciously marshals religious rhetoric, concepts, typologies,
narratives, virtues, and moods in order to challenge traditional Christian worldview in which events function
to confirm a divine order. Du Bois's antimetaphysical religious voice, he argues, places him firmly in the
American tradition of pragmatic religious naturalism typified by William James. This innovative reading of
Du Bois should appeal to scholars of American religion, intellectual history, African American Studies, and
philosophy of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Divine Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B.
Du Bois. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a book Divine Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B. Du Bois. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Joseph Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Divine Discontent: The
Religious Imagination of W. E. B. Du Bois is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Roseann Flowers:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Divine Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B.
Du Bois can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ronald Hopkins:

This Divine Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B. Du Bois is completely new way for you who
has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Divine
Discontent: The Religious Imagination of W. E. B. Du Bois can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item!
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