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This book takes a critical look at Edward S. Corwin's Hamilton thesis, which names Alexander Hamilton as
the primary contributor to the modern theory of presidential power. It examines the theoretical and practical
articulation of the presidency by Hamilton and George Washington, the development of the modern theory
through the administrations of Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson, and FDR, and the theories of other
presidential scholars. An epilogue discusses the direction of the presidency after Ronald Reagan. This is an
important book for students of the American Presidency. It should also be read by anyone interested in
American political thought . . . . Dr. Loss marshalls an impressive amount of erudition in support of his
position.

Francis H. Heller, University of Kansas

Richard Loss attempts to appraise Edward S. Corwin's thesis that Alexander Hamilton was the primary
contributor to the modern theory of presidential power. Suggesting that the teachings of Hamilton and
George Washington set the tone for the American presidency, the author explains the differences between
these teachings and the interpretations of the modern presidents who aggrandized the power of the office.
The book assesses the works of scholars who added to the modern theory of presidential power, Edward S.
Corwin, Clinton Rossiter, and Richard E. Neustadt.

The book has two main sections. The first part shows how Hamilton and Washington understood the moral
ends of the American political community and the constitutional means of presidential power. The second
part studies the discarding of Hamilton's teachings by four statesmen who helped shape the modern theory of
presidential power: Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and by scholars who molded public expectations of the presidency. An epilogue discusses the possible
direction of the presidency by examining Ronald Reagan's understanding of the office. Loss concludes that
Corwin's Hamilton thesis is more persuasive as an admonition to revive sound constitutional theory than as
an historical account of the relation between Hamilton's teachings and modernity. Corwin's mature
reflections imply that a return to moderation in stating what the Constitution permits in presidential power
and discretion is an important task for constitutional scholarship today. This study will be an important
supplement for courses in American government, the American presidency, and public law, as well as a
valuable addition to both public and academic libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Herndon:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Modern Theory of Presidential Power:
Alexander Hamilton and the Corwin Thesis (Contributions in Political Science) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Stacey Pinkston:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Modern Theory of Presidential Power: Alexander Hamilton and the Corwin Thesis (Contributions in
Political Science) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The
The Modern Theory of Presidential Power: Alexander Hamilton and the Corwin Thesis (Contributions in
Political Science) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Catherine Taylor:

The book untitled The Modern Theory of Presidential Power: Alexander Hamilton and the Corwin Thesis
(Contributions in Political Science) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Troy Cochran:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Modern Theory of Presidential Power:
Alexander Hamilton and the Corwin Thesis (Contributions in Political Science) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Modern Theory of Presidential Power:
Alexander Hamilton and the Corwin Thesis (Contributions in Political Science) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and



think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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