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Street gangs are a major concern for residents in many inner-city communities. However, gangs’ secretive

and, at times, delinquent tendencies limit most people’s exposure to the realities of gang life. Based on

eighteen months of qualitative research on the streets of Indianapolis, Real Gangstas provides a unique and

intimate look at the lives of street gang members as they negotiate a dangerous peer environment in a major

midwestern city.

Timothy R. Lauger interviewed and observed a mix of fifty-five gang members, former gang members, and

non-gang street offenders. He spent much of his fieldwork time in the company of a particular gang, the

“Down for Whatever Boyz,” who allowed him to watch and record many of their day-to-day activities and

conversations. Through this extensive research, Lauger is able to understand and explain the reasons for gang

membership, including a chaotic family life, poverty, and the need for violent self-assertion in order to foster

the creation of a personal identity.

Although the book exposes many troubling aspects of gang life, it is not a simple descriptive or a

sensationalistic account of urban despair and violence. Steeped in the tradition of analytical ethnography, the

study develops a central theoretical argument: combinations of street gangs within cities shape individual

gang member behavior within those urban settings. Within Indianapolis, members of rival gangs interact on a

routine basis within an ambiguous and unstable environment. Participants believe that many of their

contemporaries claiming gang affiliations are not actually “real” gang members, but instead are imposters

who gain access to the advantages of gang membership through fraud and pretense. Consequently, the ability

to discern “real” gang members—or to present oneself successfully as a real gang member—is a critical part

of gangland Indianapolis.

Real Gangstas offers an objective and fair characterization of active gang members,  successfully balancing

the seemingly conflicting idea that they generally seem like normal teenagers, yet are abnormally concerned

with—and too often involved in—violence. Lauger takes readers to the edge of an actual gang conflict,

providing a rare and up-close look at the troubling processes that facilitate hostility and violence.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime
and Society), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Roxanne Mazon:

The guide with title Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Christy Fowler:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Real Gangstas: Legitimacy,
Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Henry Jones:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the
Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang
Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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