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The tropical rain forest is the most exuberant manifestation of nature's diversity, and the abundance of life it
nurtures has captured the fascination of scientists since the time of Darwin. A single tree in the rain forest
may support as many as 150 species of beetle alone, and 300 different kinds of trees may inhabit a single
hectare. That same hectare may be home to over 41,000 different species of insects. Why are there so many
species? Why do tropical forests in particular contain so many species of trees--or for that matter, of birds,
reptiles, or almost anything else? What can we learn by studying this remarkable diversity and what can be
done to preserve it? In this sumptuously illustrated volume, veteran scientist and teacher John Terborgh
shows how scientists approach these critical questions. At the heart of the study of biodiversity is the
investigation of the ecological processes that accommodate diversity and the evolutionary processes that
generate it. Separate in principle, these two sets of factors are intricately interwoven, and it is this complex
interrelationship that Diversity and the Tropical Rain Forest seeks to unravel. The book begins with an
overview of the results of evolution as expressed in large-scale phenomena--the patterning of tropical
vegetation on climatic gradients, the adaptation of plants to a wide range of soil conditions, and the
contrasting degrees of diversity found in temperate versus tropical forests. The ensuing chapters on ecology
examine the rain forest on a smaller scale, presenting the most recent theories of how the dynamic
relationships between plants and animals, under the influence of the tropical climate, have maintained such
aprofusion of forms of life. The focus then returns to evolution, as Terborgh examines the mechanisms that
generate diversity, the checks and balances that govern the extinction of species, and the similar evolutionary
adaptations of organisms living continents apart. In concluding, Dr
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Jasso:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Diversity and the Tropical Rain Forest: A Scientific
American Library Book (Scientific American Library Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Beth Murray:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this Diversity and the Tropical Rain Forest: A Scientific American Library Book (Scientific American
Library Series).

Hermelinda Anthony:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Diversity and the Tropical Rain Forest: A
Scientific American Library Book (Scientific American Library Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Douglas Gibson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Diversity and the Tropical Rain Forest: A Scientific American Library Book (Scientific
American Library Series) when you required it?
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