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Matilde Urrutia was poet Pablo Neruda's lover, muse, wife, and widow. The Nobel-laureate Chilean wrote
The Captain's Verses and One Hundred Love Sonnets—two of the most celebrated volumes of love lyrics in
modern Spanish letters—for her. In My Life with Pablo Neruda, Urrutia reveals her side of their famed
romance. But her book is not simply a love story told by a muse; it is also a document of her life as the
persecuted widow of a national hero. Her voice lifts out of the sorrow and violence of the military
dictatorship that precipitated her beloved's death in 1973, to reaffirm the power of Neruda's own passionate
voice.

My Life with Pablo Neruda opens with the dramatic events of September 11, 1973, with Augusto Pinochet's
overthrow of the democratically elected socialist president of Chile, Salvador Allende. Devastated by the
coup, the sixty-nine-year-old Neruda dies a few days later of a heart attack. Grief-stricken, Urrutia takes
refuge in her memories, reeling back through time to recount the heady early days of her twenty-two-year
romance with Neruda. Here, she reveals the birth of The Captain's Verses and divulges the secrets of their
illicit marriage in Italy. Urrutia then returns to the grim reality she faces in Santiago in the mid-1970s, to
describe life under the dictatorship. Harassed by Pinochet's henchmen, she becomes an exile within her own
country, mourns the torture and disappearance of loved ones, and finally awakes from the stupor of sorrow
and commits herself to using Neruda's words to lash out against the bloody regime.

Reading My Life with Pablo Neruda is like spending a long afternoon with Matilde Urrutia. In a
conversational style, she brings Neruda to life, and he emerges as a vibrant, playful, and impatient man
driven by unbounded appetites. At once humorous and heart-breaking, Urrutia's story makes for a fine
domestic complement to Neruda's own lush memoirs.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Bartlett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled My Life with Pablo
Neruda? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other
opinion?

John Dearman:

The book My Life with Pablo Neruda make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book My Life with Pablo Neruda
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book My Life with
Pablo Neruda. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this publication?

James Lindberg:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book My Life with Pablo Neruda it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Lawanda Beverly:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This My Life with Pablo
Neruda can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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