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Beginning with America’s first newspaper, investigative reporting has provided journalism with its most
significant achievements and challenging controversies. Yet it was an ill-defined practice until the 1960s
when it emerged as a potent voice in newspapers and on television news programs. In The Evolution of
American Investigative Journalism, James L. Aucoin provides readers with the first comprehensive history
of investigative journalism, including a thorough account of the founding and achievements of Investigative
Reporters and Editors (IRE).

Aucoin begins by discussing in detail the tradition of investigative journalism from the colonial era through
the golden age of muckraking in the 1900s, and into the 1960s. Subsequent chapters examine the genre’s
critical period from 1960 to 1975 and the founding of IRE by a group of journalists in the 1970s to promote
investigative journalism and training methods. Through the organization’s efforts, investigative journalism
has evolved into a distinct practice, with defined standards and values.

Aucoin applies the social-moral development theory of Alasdair MacIntyre—who has explored the function,
development, and value of social practices—to explain how IRE contributed to the evolution of American
investigative journalism. Also included is a thorough account of IRE’s role in the controversial Arizona
Project. After Arizona Republic reporter Don Bolles (a founding member of IRE) was murdered while
investigating land fraud, scores of reporters from around the country descended on the area to continue his
work. The Arizona Project brought national attention and stature to the fledgling IRE and was integral to its
continuing survival.

Emerging investigative reporters and editors, as well as students and scholars of journalism history, will
benefit from the detailed presentation and insightful discussion provided in this book.
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Evolution of American Investigative
Journalism book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Carrie Wakefield:

The e-book with title The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism has lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Victor Shepard:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism.

Peggy Dunn:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Evolution of American Investigative
Journalism is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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