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Contentious Traditions analyzes the debate on sati, or widow burning, in colonial India. Though the
prohibition of widow burning in 1829 was heralded as a key step forward for women's emancipation in
modern India, Lata Mani argues that the women who were burned were marginal to the debate and that the
controversy was over definitions of Hindu tradition, the place of ritual in religious worship, the civilizing
missions of colonialism and evangelism, and the proper role of the colonial state. Mani radically revises
colonialist as well as nationalist historiography on the social reform of women's status in the colonial period
and clarifies the complex and contradictory character of missionary writings on India.

The history of widow burning is one of paradox. While the chief players in the debate argued over the
religious basis of sati and the fine points of scriptural interpretation, the testimonials of women at the funeral
pyres consistently addressed the material hardships and societal expectations attached to widowhood. And
although historiography has traditionally emphasized the colonial horror of sati, a fascinated ambivalence
toward the practice suffused official discussions. The debate normalized the violence of sati and supported
the misconception that it was a voluntary act of wifely devotion.

Mani brilliantly illustrates how situated feminism and discourse analysis compel a rewriting of history, thus
destabilizing the ways we are accustomed to look at women and men, at "tradition," custom, and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Contentious
Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Ellen Wirth:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

James Peters:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Rhonda Lanham:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in
Colonial India to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and read it. Beside that the book Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India can to be your
brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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