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When the world speaks of "love," it often means unconditional acceptance. Many churches have adopted this
mind-set in their practice of membership and discipline-if they have not done away with such structures
entirely. "Yet God's love and God's gospel are different than what the world expects," writes Jonathan
Leeman. They're centered in his character, which draws a clear boundary between what is holy and what is
not. It's this line that the local church should represent in its member practices, because the careful exercise
of such authority "is God's means for guarding the gospel, marking off a people, and thereby defining his
love for the world."

So how should churches receive and dismiss members? How should Christians view their submission to the
church? Are there dangers in such submission? The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love
responds with biblical, theological, and practical guidance-from both corporate and individual perspectives.
It's a resource that will help pastors and their congregations upend worldly conceptions and recover a biblical
understanding and practice of church authority.
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the
Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks) book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Church and the
Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline
(9Marks) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Church and the
Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline
(9Marks) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ollie Nadeau:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
particular The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church
Membership and Discipline (9Marks) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church
Membership and Discipline (9Marks) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short
spare time problems.

Donald Vermillion:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the
Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks) this publication consist a lot of the information in



the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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