
The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range
Reconnaissance Operations in the North African

Desert 1940-43
David Syrett

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1907677658
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1907677658
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1907677658


The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range
Reconnaissance Operations in the North African Desert
1940-43

David Syrett

The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range Reconnaissance Operations in the North African
Desert 1940-43 David Syrett
Made up of members of the Coldstream and Scots Guards, British Yeomanry cavalry regiments, New
Zealanders, South Africans, and Indian Army men, the Long Range Desert Group was perhaps the most
effective of all the "special forces" established by the Allies during the Second World War. It was able to go
thousands of miles into enemy territory, well-armed and carrying its own supplies of petrol, food and even
water to last for weeks at a time - something quite new in military history.

Using experience acquired in WWI and inter-war exploration travels, the LRDG thus developed the ability to
appear almost anywhere in the desert to carry out almost every type of ground reconnaissance mission
possible in desert warfare, exploring and mapping the terrain, transporting agents behind enemy lines or
determining the strength and location of enemy forces with an extraordinary degree of accuracy and detail
and thus able to verify or hide Ultra intelligence. Equally important were their skills in the art of desert
navigation, demonstrated in the outflanking of the enemy during the Allied advance from El Alamein
westward to Tunisia, as led by the LRDG. Once it had teamed up with the Special Air Service (SAS), made
up of British, Free French, Commonwealth and Jewish Palestinian soldiers, the LRDG perfected the art of
irregular mechanized warfare conducted in the rear of the enemy's forces in the desert, attacking enemy
installations of all kinds, mining roads, raiding airfields, destroying enemy aircraft on the ground and
inflicting losses upon the enemy in inverse proportion to their own remarkably low rate of casualties.

Through meticulous research in original archival material, this book thus tells the extraordinary story of how
a relatively small number of dedicated men developed the methods and techniques for crossing by motor
vehicle the depths of the then unmapped and seemingly impassable great deserts of Egypt and Libya, the
Western Desert, during the British Army's North African Campaign of 1940-43.

The Long Range Desert Group and the Special Air Service as a matter of course did extraordinary things -
the heroic was the commonplace. Their tactics, techniques and remarkable success in desert warfare continue
to make them of great interest to the student of military affairs. Likewise, as it seeks to answer how the deep
desert can best be used for military purposes, this study is pertinent to today's military operations, perhaps
more so than at any time since World War II.

"…this study provides fresh insights into the nature of desert warfare, past, present and future… [and]
reveals the peculiarities of this warfare often lost to modern armies… a virtual primer, useful to commanders
and soldiers alike. At long last this book can find its rightful place in the classroom of military courses and
colleges and in the hands of those interested in the intricacies, complexities and problems of military
operations in desert regions". From the Foreword to the book by Colonel (Retired) David M. Glantz.

REVIEWS

“ … This is the well-researched, rounded and balanced account of long-range reconnaissance and raiding in
the Western Desert that has been needed and lacking for a long time.” Newsletter of the Society of Friends of



the National Army Museum
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

The book The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range Reconnaissance Operations in the North African
Desert 1940-43 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range
Reconnaissance Operations in the North African Desert 1940-43? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range Reconnaissance Operations in the
North African Desert 1940-43 has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jackson Cabrera:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range
Reconnaissance Operations in the North African Desert 1940-43 can be fine book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Jacob Lehr:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range Reconnaissance Operations in the
North African Desert 1940-43.

Hubert Macarthur:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Eyes of the Desert Rats: British Long-Range Reconnaissance
Operations in the North African Desert 1940-43 why because the great cover that make you consider in



regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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