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This study of disease among the native peoples of the New World before and after 1492 challenges many
widely held notions about encounters between European and native peoples. Whereas many late twentieth
century scholars blamed the catastrophic decline of postconquest native populations on the introduction of
previously unknown infections from the Old World, Alchon argues that the experiences of native peoples in
the New World closely resembled those of other human populations. Exposure to lethal new infections
resulted in rates of morbidity and mortality among native Americans comparable to tose found among Old
World populations.

Why then did native American populations decline by 75 to 90 percent in the century following contact with
Europeans? Why did these populations fail to recover, in contrast to those of Africa, Asia, and Europe?
Alchon points to the practices of European colonialism. Warfare and slavery increased mortality, and forced
migrations undermined social, political, and economic institutions.

This timely study effectively overturns the notion of New World exceptionalism. By showing that native
Americans were not uniquely affected by European diseases, Alchon also undercuts the stereotypical notion
of the Americas as a new Eden, free of disease and violence until the intrusion of germ-laden, rapacious
Europeans.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series)
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer connected with A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective
(Diálogos Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Pest in the Land: New
World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ruth Ford:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name A Pest in the
Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics
in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Helen Jackson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series), you are able to
tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Stephanie Carter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a
Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how



the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective
(Diálogos Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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