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"There are no studies of a sacred grand style in the English Renaissance," writes Debora Shuger, "because
even according to its practitioners it was not supposed to exist." Yet the grand style forms the
unacknowledged center of traditional rhetorical theory. In this first history of the grand style, Professor
Shuger explores the growth of a Christian aesthetic out of the Classical grand style, showing its development
from Isocrates to the sacred rhetorics of the Renaissance. These rhetorics advocate a Christian grand style
neither pedantically mimetic nor playfully sophistic, whose models include Tacitus and the Bible, as well as
Cicero, and whose theoretical sources embrace not only Cicero and Quintilian, but Hermogenes and
Longinus. This style dominates the best and most scholarly rhetorics of the period--texts written in Latin and,
while ignored by most recent scholars, extensively used in England throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. These works are the first attempts since Augustine's pioneering revision of Ciceronian rhetoric to
reground ancient rhetorical theory on Christian epistemology and theology.

According to Professor Shuger, the Christian grand style is passionate, vivid, dramatic, metaphoric--yet this
emotional energy and sensuousness is shaped and legitimated by Renaissance religious culture. Thus sacred
rhetoric cannot be considered apart from contemporary theories of cognition, emotion, selfhood, and
signification. It mediates between word and world. Moreover, these texts suggest the almost forgotten
centrality of neo-Latin scholarship during these years and provide a crucial theoretical context for England's
great flowering of devotional prose and poetry.

Originally published in 1988.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian
Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library). All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Frank Wimmer:

The book untitled Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy
Library) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice read.

Bobby Gonsalves:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Lindsay Washington:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian Grand Style in the English
Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading which.
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