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Third World women were long the undervalued and ignored actors in the development process but are now
recognized as playing a critical role. This book has been designed as a comprehensive reader presenting the
best of the now vast body of literature that has grown up alongside this acknowledgement.

The book is divided into five parts, incorporating readings from the leading experts and authorities in each
field. The first part acts as an introduction to the field, examining the key theoretical debates and discourses
surrounding women and development from a historical perspective. Distinguished practitioners explore the
ideas and concepts fundamental for understanding the area: class, ‘race’ and ethnicity, religion, reproduction,
persistent inequalities, colonialism, modernization, economic exclusion and patriarchy.

Part two goes on to look at the household as a unit of analysis; exploring sexuality, single-parent families,
agricultural production, and environmental relationships while the third part locates women within the global
economy, addressing issues such as industrialization, multi-national companies, Free Trade Zones , the
informal sector and the feminization of labour. Part four views the social transformation of women as a
consequence of Structural Adjustment Policies and intrusive state policies into women’s health, reproductive
rights and sexuality. Next, the volume poses the fundamental questions around women and ideology; do
national liberation struggles contradict with feminist movements? What is the impact of religious
fundamentalism? Are socialist development processes similar or dissimilar to capitalist processes? How has
the transition to capitalism affected women? The final section of the book shows how women from the
ground up are organizing themselves for change.

Case studies drawn from all regions, such as China’s one-child policy, prostitution tourism in Southeast Asia
and women’s place in Cuban socialism, vividly illustrate the theoretical debates. A guide to further reading
at the end of each chapter provides a foundation for any serious student of women in the development
process.
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From reader reviews:

David Browning:

The book The Women, Gender and Development Reader can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Women, Gender and
Development Reader? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Women, Gender and Development Reader has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jean Fair:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Women, Gender and Development
Reader as your daily resource information.

Gene Conley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Women, Gender and
Development Reader e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Women,
Gender and Development Reader as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

John Moreno:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is The Women, Gender and Development Reader. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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