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In the course of the nineteenth century, Jamaica transformed itself from a pestilence-ridden “white man’s
graveyard” to a sun-drenched tourist paradise.  Deftly combining economics with political and cultural
history, Frank Fonda Taylor examines this puzzling about-face and explores the growth of the tourist
industry into the 1990s.  He argues that the transformations in image and reality were not accidental or due
simply to nature’s bounty.  They were the result of a conscious decision to develop this aspect of Jamaica’s
economy.

Jamaican tourism emerged formally at an international exhibition held on the island in 1891.  The
international tourist industry, based on the need to take a break from stressful labor and recuperate in
healthful and luxurious surroundings, was a newly awakened economic giant.  A group of Jamaican
entrepreneurs saw its potential and began to cultivate a tourism psychology which has led, more than one
hundred years later, to an economy dependent upon the tourist industry.

The steamships that carried North American tourists to Jamaican resorts also carried U.S. prejudices against
people of color. “To Hell withParadise” illustrates the problems of founding a tourist industry for a
European or U.S. clientele in a society where the mass of the population is poor, black, and with a historical
experience of slavery and colonialism.  By the 1990s, tourism had become the lifeblood of the Jamaican
economy, but at an enormous cost: enclaves of privilege and ostentation that exclude the bulk of the local
population, drug trafficking and prostitution, soaring prices, and environmental degradation.  No wonder
some Jamaicans regard tourism as a new kind of sugar.

Taylor explores timely issues that have not been previously addressed.  Along the way, he offers a series of
valuable micro histories of the Jamaican planter class, the origins of agricultural dependency (on bananas),
the growth of shipping and communications links, the process of race relations, and the linking of
infrastructural development to tourism.  The text is illustrated with period photographs of steamships and
Jamaican tourist hotels.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

This To Hell With Paradise: A History Of The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American Series) book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific To Hell With Paradise: A History Of The
Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American Series) without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry To Hell With Paradise: A History Of
The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American Series) can bring if you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This To
Hell With Paradise: A History Of The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American Series) having
excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carol McElroy:

This book untitled To Hell With Paradise: A History Of The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American
Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from
your list.

Virginia Combs:

To Hell With Paradise: A History Of The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American Series) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing To Hell With Paradise: A History Of The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin
American Series) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial considering.

John Davis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work here is difficult
job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you
answer is usually To Hell With Paradise: A History Of The Jamaican Tourist Industry (Pitt Latin American
Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not



disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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