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A seminal figure in American literature and philosophy, Ralph Waldo Emerson is considered the apostle of
self-reliance, fully alive within his ideas and disarmingly confident about his innermost thoughts. Yet the
circumstances around "The American Scholar" oration--his first great public address and the most celebrated
talk in American academic history--suggest a different Emerson. In Understanding Emerson, Kenneth Sacks
draws on a wealth of contemporary correspondence and diaries, much of it previously unexamined, to reveal
a young intellectual struggling to define himself and his principles.

Caught up in the fierce dispute between his Transcendentalist colleagues and Harvard, the secular bastion of
Boston Unitarianism and the very institution he was invited to honor with the annual Phi Beta Kappa
address, Emerson agonized over compromising his sense of self-reliance while simultaneously desiring to
meet the expectations of his friends. Putting aside self-doubts and a resistance to controversy, in the end he
produced an oration of extraordinary power and authentic vision that propelled him to greater awareness of
social justice, set the standard for the role of the intellectual in America, and continues to point the way
toward educational reform. In placing this singular event within its social and philosophical context, Sacks
opens a window into America's nineteenth-century intellectual landscape as well as documenting the
evolution of Emerson's idealism.

Engagingly written, this book, which includes the complete text of "The American Scholar," allows us to
appreciate fully Emerson's brilliant rebuke of the academy and his insistence that the most important truths
derive not from books and observation but from intuition within each of us. Rising defiantly before friend
and foe, Emerson triumphed over his hesitations, redirecting American thought and pedagogy and creating a
personal tale of quiet heroism.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Thibodeaux:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Understanding Emerson: "The American Scholar" and His
Struggle for Self-Reliance.

Sandra Lowe:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Understanding Emerson:
"The American Scholar" and His Struggle for Self-Reliance book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Josie Garcia:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Understanding Emerson: "The American
Scholar" and His Struggle for Self-Reliance guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Understanding Emerson: "The American Scholar" and His Struggle for Self-Reliance as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Margaret Ochoa:

You can get this Understanding Emerson: "The American Scholar" and His Struggle for Self-Reliance by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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