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The decision announced by John F. Kennedy on May 25, 1961, initiating the expedition to the moon, is now
documented in full for future students of history. To John Logsdon, whose approach is that of a political
scientist examining the influence of men and events on the decision-making process, the decision to land a
man on the moon "before this decade is out" was wholly political rather than military, although overtones of
implied defense were useful in obtaining congressional support. Moreover, he notes it was made without the
support of the scientific community, although their previous research efforts were expected partially to offset
this deterrent.

Although the success of the Russian manned orbit and the fiasco of the Bay of Pigs invasion certainly
influenced the timing, in the author's interpretation the Kennedy decision manages to escape the narrow
definition of a public relations exhibition. In Kennedy's view, he emphasizes, the security of the country
itself was inseparably linked to a position of prestige in world opinion. Nor was he a particular enthusiast of
space exploration for its own rewards. As he remarked to one of his advisors, "If you had a scientific
spectacular on this earth that would be more useful—say desalting the ocean—or something just as dramatic
and convincing as space, then we would do that."

The thoroughness of this book as a historical record is evident throughout. NASA historical records and
government documents not previously released, including several Presidential papers, are used in the
analysis, and the author weaves these records together with subtleties of opinion from interviews with NASA
officials and such Kennedy advisors as Theodore Sorenson, McGeorge Bundy, David Bell, and Jerome
Wiesner.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby McCabe:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo
Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or appropriate book with you?

David Carson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular
Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) to read.

Jacob Smith:

This Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Decision to Go to the
Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) can be one of many great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly
will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project
and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

David Gaiter:

This Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) is great reserve
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we
can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix



Books) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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