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How do cities use culture today? Building on the experience of New York as a "culture capital" Sharon
Zukin shows how three notions of culture - as ethnicity, aesthetic, and marketing tool - are reshaping urban
places and conflicts over revitalization. She rejects the idea that cities have either a singular urban culture or
many different subcultures to argue that cultures are constantly negotiated in the city's central spaces - the
streets, parks, shops, museums, and restaurants - which are the great public spaces of modernity.

While cultural gentrification may contribute to making our cities both safer and more civilised places to live,
it has its darker side. Beneath the perceptions of "civility" and "security" nurtured by cultural strategies,
Zukin shows an aggressive private-sector bid for control of public space, a relentless drive for expansion by
art museums and other non-profit cultural institutions, and an increasing redesign of the built environment
for the purposes of social control.

Tying these developments to a new "symbolic economy" based on tourism, media and entertainment, Zukin
traces the connections between real estate development and popular expression, and between elite visions of
the arts and more democratic representations. Going beyond the immigrants, artists, street peddlers, and
security guards who are the key figures in the symbolic economy, Zukin asks: Who really occupies the
central spaces of cities? And whose culture is imposed as public culture?

Combining cultural critique, interviews, autobiography and ethnography, The Culture of Cities is a
compelling account of the public spaces of modernity as they are transformed into new, more troubling
landscapes.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their
book. One of them is this The Cultures of Cities.

Bobby McCabe:

The guide with title The Cultures of Cities includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Tenesha Little:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
you is The Cultures of Cities this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book.
This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Alberta Keyes:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Cultures of Cities we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The Cultures of Cities. You can more
attractive than now.
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