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This book explores the development of Lenin’s thinking on violence throughout his career, from the last
years of the Tsarist regime in Russia through to the 1920s and the New Economic Policy, and provides an
important assessment of the significance of ideological factors for understanding Soviet state violence as
directed by the Bolshevik leadership during its first years in power. It highlights the impact of the First
World War, in particular its place in Bolshevik discourse as a source of legitimating Soviet state violence
after 1917, and explains the evolution of Bolshevik dictatorship over the half decade during which Lenin led
the revolutionary state. It examines the militant nature of the Leninist worldview, Lenin’s conception of the
revolutionary state, the evolution of his understanding of "dictatorship of the proletariat", and his version of
"just war". The book argues that ideology can be considered primarily important for understanding the
violent and dictatorial nature of the early Soviet state, at least when focused on the party elite, but it is also
clear that ideology cannot be understood in a contextual vacuum. The oppressive nature of Tsarist rule, the
bloodiness of the First World War, and the vulnerability of the early Soviet state as it struggled to survive
against foreign and domestic opponents were of crucial significance. The book sets Lenin’s thinking on
violence within the wider context of a violent world.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book Lenin's Terror: The Ideological Origins of Early Soviet State Violence (Routledge Contemporary
Russia and Eastern Europe) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Lenin's Terror: The Ideological Origins of
Early Soviet State Violence (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe) to be your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like available and read a e-book Lenin's Terror: The Ideological Origins of
Early Soviet State Violence (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Thomas Krieg:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Lenin's Terror: The Ideological
Origins of Early Soviet State Violence (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe). All type of
book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

John Bledsoe:

The reason? Because this Lenin's Terror: The Ideological Origins of Early Soviet State Violence (Routledge
Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Nick Peoples:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Lenin's Terror: The Ideological Origins of
Early Soviet State Violence (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe) is simple bringing you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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