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A timeless novel of one woman who bridged two worlds in a tumultuous era of East meets West

The Courtesan is an astonishing tale inspired by the real life of a woman who lived and loved in the
extraordinary twilight decades of the Qing dynasty. To this day, Sai Jinhua is a legend in her native land of
China, and this is her story, told the way it might have been.

The year is 1881. Seven-year-old Jinhua is left an orphan, alone and unprotected after her mandarin father’s
summary execution for the crime of speaking the truth. For seven silver coins, she is sold to a brothel-keeper
and subjected to the worst of human nature. Will the private ritual that is her father’s legacy and the wise
friendship of the crippled brothel maid be enough to sustain her? 

When an elegant but troubled scholar takes Jinhua as his concubine, she enters the close world of his jealous
first wife. Yet it is Jinhua who accompanies him--as Emissary to the foreign devil nations of Prussia, Austro-
Hungary, and Russia--on an exotic journey to Vienna. As he struggles to play his part in China's early,
blundering diplomatic engagement with the western world, Jinhua’s eyes and heart are opened to the
irresistible possibilities of a place that is mesmerizing and strange, where she will struggle against the
constraints of tradition and her husband’s authority and seek to find “Great Love.”

Sai Jinhua is an altered woman when she returns to a changed and changing China, where a dangerous clash
of cultures pits East against West. The moment arrives when Jinhua’s western sympathies will threaten not
only her own survival, but the survival of those who are most dear to her. 

A book that shines a small light on the large history of China’s relationship with the West, The Courtesan is
a novel that distills, with the economy of a poem, a woman’s journey of untold miles to discern what is real
and abiding. 
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From reader reviews:

James Lindberg:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The
Courtesan: A Novel. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Whitney Martinez:

Here thing why this particular The Courtesan: A Novel are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. The Courtesan: A Novel giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with The Courtesan: A Novel. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of The Courtesan: A Novel in e-book can be your alternative.

Holly Walker:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Courtesan: A Novel is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Delois Dionisio:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Courtesan: A
Novel suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The
Courtesan: A Novelis the main of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.
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