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In the spring of 1942, shortly after the United States entered into war with Japan, the federal government
initiated a policy whereby 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry were rounded up and herded into camps.
They were incarcerated without indictment, trial, or counsel - not because they had committed a crime, but
simply because they resembled the enemy. There was never any evidence of disloyalty or sabotage among
them, and the majority were American citizens. The government’s explanation for this massive injustice was
military necessity.

Desert Exile tells the story of one family who lived through these sad years. It is a moving personal account
by a woman who grew up in Berkeley and was attending the University of California when the war began.

To better unerstand how such a gross violation of human rights could have occurred in America, and how the
Japanese reacted to it, the author takes a backward look at her parents’ early years in this country and her
own experiences as a Nisei growing up in California. She evokes the strong anti-Asian climate of the years
preceding the war, and provides an intimate glimpse of life in one Japanese American household.

With the attack on Pearl Harbor, everything changed in Yoshiko Uchida’s life. She tells of her father’s
abrupt seizure by the FBI; one of the family’s frantic efforts to vacate their home on ten days notice; of being
forced to live in a horsestall, deprived of every human privacy; and of being sent on to a bleak camp in the
Utah desert, ringed by barbed wire and armed guards and plagued by terrifying dust storms.

But this is not simply an account of the day-to-day life in the Tanforan and Topaz concentration camps
where the author lived; it is also the story of the courage and strength displayed by the incarcerated Japense.
In particular, it is about the Issei (first generation immigrants) who, having already endured so much in a
hostile society, still retained a remarkable resiliency of spirit as they established a sense of community, saw
to the education of their children, and tried to live productive lives even behind barbed wire.

This is a beautifully crafted book, written with clarity, conviction, and insight. It should be read by all
Americans so they will know and never forget what once happened in this country, and through that
knowledge will never allow such a travesty of justice to happen again.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family (Classics of
Asian American Literature). Try to face the book Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American
Family (Classics of Asian American Literature) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Eric Bass:

The book untitled Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family (Classics of Asian American
Literature) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice go through.

Ellis Pauling:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family (Classics of Asian American Literature)
this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Donald Lee:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese American Family
(Classics of Asian American Literature) can make you experience more interested to read.
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