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Pursuing special experiences that take them to the brink of permanent madness or death, men and women in
every age have "returned" to heal and comfort their fellow human beings--and these shamans have fascinated
students of society from Herodotus to Mircea Eliade. Gloria Flaherty's book is about the first Western
encounters with shamanic peoples and practices. Flaherty makes us see the eighteenth century as an age in
which explorers were fascinating all Europe with tales of shamans who accomplished a "self-induced cure
for a self-induced fit." Reports from what must have seemed a forbidden world of strange rites and moral
licentiousness came from botanists, geographers, missionaries, and other travelers of the period, and these
accounts created such a stir that they permeated caf talk, journal articles, and learned debates, giving rise to
plays, encyclopedia articles, art, and operas about shamanism. The first part of the book describes in rich
detail how information about shamanism entered the intellectual mainstream of the eighteenth century. In the
second part Flaherty analyzes the artistic and critical implications of that process. In so doing, she offers
remarkable chapters on Diderot, Herder, Goethe, and the cult of the genius of Mozart, as well as a chapter
devoted to a new reading of Goethe's Faust that views Faust as the modern shaman.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

This Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library)
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even telephone. This Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Katherine Anderson:

Here thing why that Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy
Library) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
book that similar with Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Shamanism
and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton Legacy Library) in e-book can be your alternative.

Benjamin French:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century (Princeton
Legacy Library) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Russell:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Shamanism and the Eighteenth Century



(Princeton Legacy Library) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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