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Our conventional understanding of English portraiture from the age of Holbein and Henry VIII on to
Reubens, VanDyck and Charles I clings to the mainstream images of royalty and aristocracy and to the
succession of known practitioners of 'Renaissance' portraiture. Projection of the royal or aristocratic persona,
the self-fashioning of the individual, remained the main objective of these works, and the steady
development towards more sophisticated stylistic conventions, as imported by prominent foreign-trained
artists, remains the traditional art historical context in which they have been considered.

In almost every respect, the 'civic' portraits examined here stand in sharp contrast to these traditional
narratives. Depicting mayors and aldermen, livery company masters, school and college heads, they were
meant to be read as statements about the civic leaders and civic institutions rather than about the sitters in
their own right. Displayed in civic premises rather than country homes, exemplifying civic rather than
personal virtues, and usually commissioned by institutions rather than their sitters, they have yet to be
considered as a type of their own, or in their appropriate social and political context.

Tittler presents them here as statements about civic identity, as integral components of the political culture of
civic institutions in post-Reformation England. Along the way, he offers pioneering examinations of the
'folk' or vernacular styles in which they were often done, of the anonymous, native-English artisan-painters
who usually did them and of the local and regional basis of this type of portrait painting.

A remarkable study that will be welcome by early modern historians and art historians.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The face of the
city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early
Modern Britain MUP)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Nikki Jones:

This The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and
Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That
The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and
Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) without we know teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity
in early modern England (Politics Culture and Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) can bring when you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cell phone. This The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern
England (Politics Culture and Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) having great arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Roseann Flowers:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and
Society in Early Modern Britain MUP), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

John McCraw:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read



a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The face of the city: Civic portraiture and civic identity in early modern England (Politics Culture and
Society in Early Modern Britain MUP) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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