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The 1968 Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia brought an end to the Prague Spring and its promise of
"socialism with a human face." Before the invasion, Czech reformers had made unexpected use of television
to advance political and social change. In its aftermath, Communist Party leaders employed the medium to
achieve "normalization," pitching television stars against political dissidents in a televised spectacle that
defined the times.

The Greengrocer and His TV offers a new cultural history of communism from the Prague Spring to the
Velvet Revolution that reveals how state-endorsed ideologies were played out on television, particularly
through soap opera-like serials. In focusing on the small screen, Paulina Bren looks to the "normal" of
normalization, to the everyday experience of late communism. The figure central to this book is the
greengrocer who, in a seminal essay by Václav Havel, symbolized the ordinary citizen who acquiesced to the
communist regime out of fear.

Bren challenges simplistic dichotomies of fearful acquiescence and courageous dissent to dramatically
reconfigure what we know, or think we know, about everyday life under communism in the 1970s and
1980s. Deftly moving between the small screen, the street, and the Central Committee (and imaginatively
drawing on a wide range of sources that include television shows, TV viewers' letters, newspapers, radio
programs, the underground press, and the Communist Party archives), Bren shows how Havel's greengrocer
actually experienced "normalization" and the ways in which popular television serials framed this
experience.

Now back by popular demand, socialist-era serials, such as The Woman Behind the Counter and The Thirty
Adventures of Major Zeman, provide, Bren contends, a way of seeing?literally and
figuratively?Czechoslovakia's normalization and Eastern Europe's real socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Staci Eager:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture
of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Randall Rearick:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of
Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring as the daily resource information.

Rudy Hendren:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Greengrocer and His TV: The
Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of
Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring become your personal starter.

Carl Vang:

This The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring is brand new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.



So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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