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Arguments over what democracy actually meant in practice and how it should be implemented raged
throughout the early American republic. As Andrew Shankman shows, nowhere were those ideas more
intensely contested or more representative of the national debate than in Pennsylvania, where the state's
Jeffersonians dominated the day.

Pennsylvania Jeffersonians were the first American citizens to attempt to translate idealized speculations
about democracy into a workable system of politics and governance. In doing so, they revealed key
assumptions that united other national citizens regarding democracy and the conditions necessary for its
survival. In particular, they assumed that democracy required economic autonomy and a strong measure of
economic as well as political equality among citizens. This strong egalitarian theme was, however,
challenged by Pennsylvania's precociously capitalistic economy and the nation's dynamic economic
development in general, forcing the Jeffersonians to confront the reality that economic and social equality
would have to take a back seat to free market forces.

Seeking democracy became a debate about the desirability of capitalism and the precise relations between
majority rule and the pursuit and protection of individual rights and interests. From this struggle to fuse
egalitarianism and free enterprise in Pennsylvania emerged most subsequent mainstream beliefs concerning
the respective roles of democracy and capitalism in American society. In fact, it did much to shape the
boundaries of permissible thought in the Jacksonian era concerning political economy and the extent of
popular democratic power.

Shankman's illuminating exploration of the Pennsylvania experience reveals how democracy arose in
America, how it came to accommodate capitalism, and at the same time forced egalitarian assumptions and
dreams to the margins of society. A resonant work of intellectual and political history, his study also mirrors
the aspirations, fears, hatreds, dreams, generous impulses, noble strivings, selfish cant, and enormous
capacity to imagine of those who first tried to translate the blueprint for democracy into a tested foundation
for the nation's future.
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From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to
Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) had been making you to know about other information and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Crucible of
American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania
(American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is not only giving
you far more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Crucible
of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania
(American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). You never really
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Alvaro Holloway:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Crucible of American Democracy:
The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political
Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) book as beginning and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Katie McCants:

Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian
Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and
Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.



Andrew Blanton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Crucible of American Democracy: The
Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought)
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still uncertainty Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in
Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't
ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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