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"By an investigative and analytical feat of true Sherlockian proportions, Bennett cracks an elaborate
conspiracy that had successfully veiled a Pandora's box of sexual scandal and literary intrigue until Bennett
herself revealed it to the world."--Los Angeles Times.

In the 1820s Mary Shelley, the celebrated author of Frankenstein, had among her many acquaintances two
intriguing friends. One, the author David Lyndsay, had published admired books, poems, and short stories.
The other, Walter Sholto Douglas, husband of Mary Shelley's dear friend Isabella Robinson Douglas, was an
aspiring diplomat. In 1830 traces of both men suddenly and completely disappeared from Mary Shelley's
life, but not from historical evidence.

Betty T. Bennett came across both men as she conducted research in the Shelley correspondence. Through
years of investigation, Bennett uncovered the improbable truth: David Lyndsay and Walter Sholto Douglas
were the same person and, despite historical and legal evidence to the contrary, that person was a woman--
Mary Diana Dods, illegitimate daughter of a Scottish aristocrat. Now, nearly two centuries later, her story is
revealed as a tale of imagination and defiance, with a sly grin at posterity.

"Most works of literary scholarship give us the finished product, cogently argued and persuasively
documented. But in this astonishing book, Bennett also reveals the mysterious processbehind the product, the
teller behind the tale."--Women's Review of Books.

"An astounding tale of intrigue, collusion, and friendship... The uncovering of Mary Diana Dods must be one
of the best literary mystery stories of our age."--Keats-Shelley Journal.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Mary Diana Dods, a gentleman and a scholar why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Stephanie Knowles:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Mary Diana
Dods, a gentleman and a scholar provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Amy Joshi:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Mary Diana Dods, a gentleman and a scholar can give you
a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Mary Diana Dods, a gentleman and a scholar.

Steven Delorme:

You can obtain this Mary Diana Dods, a gentleman and a scholar by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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