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Schizophrenia has been one of psychiatry's most contested diagnostic categories. It has also served as a
metaphor for cultural theorists to interpret modern and postmodern understandings of the self. These radical,
compelling, and puzzling appropriations of clinical accounts of schizophrenia have been dismissed by many
as illegitimate, insensitive and inappropriate. Until now, no attempt has been made to analyse them
systematically, nor has their significance for our broader understanding of this most 'ununderstandable' of
experiences been addressed.

The Sublime Object of Psychiatry is the first book to study representations of schizophrenia across a wide
range of disciplines and discourses: biological and phenomenological psychiatry, psychoanalysis, critical
psychology, antipsychiatry, and postmodern philosophy. In part one, Woods offers a fresh analysis of the
foundational clinical accounts of schizophrenia, concentrating on the work of Emil Kraepelin, Eugen
Bleuler, Karl Jaspers, Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan. In the second part of the book, she examines how
these accounts were critiqued, adapted, and mobilised in the 'cultural theory' of R D Laing, Thomas Szasz,
Gilles Deleuze, Felix Guattari, Louis Sass, Fredric Jameson and Jean Baudrillard. Using the aesthetic
concept of the sublime as an organising framework, Woods explains how a clinical diagnostic category came
to be transformed into a potent metaphor in cultural theory, and how, in that transformation, schizophrenia
came to be associated with the everyday experience of modern and postmodern life.

Susan Sontag once wrote: 'Any important disease whose causality is murky, and for which treatment is
ineffectual, tends to be awash in significance'. The Sublime Object of Psychiatry does not provide an answer
to the question 'What is schizophrenia? ', but instead brings clinical and cultural theory into dialogue in order
to explain how schizophrenia became 'awash in significance'.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Lowe:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Sublime Object of Psychiatry:
Schizophrenia in Clinical and Cultural Theory (International Perspectives in Philosophy and Pychiatry) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Gregorio Leslie:

The guide with title The Sublime Object of Psychiatry: Schizophrenia in Clinical and Cultural Theory
(International Perspectives in Philosophy and Pychiatry) includes a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Nathan Osborne:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Sublime Object of Psychiatry:
Schizophrenia in Clinical and Cultural Theory (International Perspectives in Philosophy and Pychiatry)
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The Sublime Object of
Psychiatry: Schizophrenia in Clinical and Cultural Theory (International Perspectives in Philosophy and
Pychiatry) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Truman Gallagher:

This The Sublime Object of Psychiatry: Schizophrenia in Clinical and Cultural Theory (International
Perspectives in Philosophy and Pychiatry) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal
it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Sublime Object of



Psychiatry: Schizophrenia in Clinical and Cultural Theory (International Perspectives in Philosophy and
Pychiatry) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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