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In a remarkably lucid and flowing style, Loren Okroi analyzes the ideas of three leading reformer-critics in
the United States and places their main arguments in the context of the economic, social, and political history
of postwar America. In so doing, he provides not only a skillful introduction to American social thought
since the 1950s but also a wide-ranging examination of the contemporary failures of American liberal
ideology. As he explicates the works of these three men--all of whom moved easily between the academic
world and the arenas of politics, government, or journalism--it becomes clear that present policy debates
have not even begun to resolve the dilemmas their writings have exposed.

Millions of readers know J. K. Galbraith, the renowned Harvard economist and social theorist who
developed the concept of the "New Industrial State"; Michael Harrington, the de facto leader of the
American socialist movement who revealed the existence of the "other America"; and Robert Heilbroner, the
incisive economic thinker who questioned the naive optimism of Americans even before it significantly
eroded in the mid-1970s. In this book they emerge as individuals, as thinkers, and as part of a larger picture
of American efforts to reconcile democratic values and humane social goals with modern corporate
capitalism.

The study begins with a portrait of the U.S. economy and society at the end of the Civil War and discusses
the momentous changes brought about by the rapid industrialization that followed. The central portion
revolves around Galbraith, Harrington, and Heilbroner and explores their contributions to the intellectual and
political discourse on key issues confronting America in the decades after 1945: the evolutionary trajectory
of managerial capitalism; the persistence of poverty and class divisions; the expansion of the welfare state
and the public sector in general; and the assault on welfare capitalism by the New Right in the 1980s. The
concluding chapter examines the causes and consequences of the fervent adherence of Americans to liberal
ideology, the origins and philosophical bases of that set of beliefs, and its future prospects.

Originally published in 1988.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Violet Jarrell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Galbraith,
Harrington, Heilbroner: Economics and Dissent in an Age of Optimism (Princeton Legacy Library) book as
nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Billie Gould:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Galbraith, Harrington, Heilbroner: Economics
and Dissent in an Age of Optimism (Princeton Legacy Library) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Cynthia Kipp:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that
you read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Galbraith, Harrington, Heilbroner:
Economics and Dissent in an Age of Optimism (Princeton Legacy Library) it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides
high quality.

Regina Hash:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Galbraith, Harrington,
Heilbroner: Economics and Dissent in an Age of Optimism (Princeton Legacy Library) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly



be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
Galbraith, Harrington, Heilbroner: Economics and Dissent in an Age of Optimism (Princeton Legacy
Library) become your starter.
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