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In religious studies, theory and method research has long been embroiled in a polarized debate over scientific
versus theological perspectives. Ronald L. Grimes shows that this debate has stagnated, duein part to a
manner of theorizing too far removed from the study of actual religious practices. A worthwhile theory,
according to Grimes, must be practice-oriented, and practices are most effectively studied by field research
methods.

The Craft of Ritual Sudies melds together a systematic theory and method capable of underwriting the cross-
cultura, interdisciplinary study of ritual. Grimes exposes the limitations that disable many theories of ritual--
for example, defining ritual as essentially religious, assuming that ritual's only function is to generate group
solidarity, or treating ritual asamirror of the status quo. He provides a guide for fieldwork on complex ritual
events, particularly those characterized by social conflict or cultural creativity. The volume includes a case
study, focusing on a single complex event: the Santa Fe Fiesta, a New Mexico celebration marked by
protracted ethnic conflict and ongoing dramatic creativity. Grimes devel ops such themes as the relation of
ritual to media, theater, and film, the dynamics of ritual creativity, the negotiation of ritual criticism, and the
impact of ritual on cultural and physical environments.

Thisimportant book, the capstone work of Grimes's three decades of |eadership in the field of ritual studies,
is accompanied by a set of online videos, as well as appendicesillustrating key aspects of ritual studies.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Huckins:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book The Craft of
Ritual Studies (Oxford Ritual Studies). All type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can ook
for the internet resources or other social media.

Margaret Walker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis The
Craft of Ritual Studies (Oxford Ritual Studies).

Susan Rogers:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Craft of Ritual Studies
(Oxford Ritual Studies) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for al you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick The Craft of Ritual Studies (Oxford Ritual Studies) become your
Starter.

Glen Hall:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Craft of Ritual Studies (Oxford Ritual Studies) will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.
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